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NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE LIQUOR COMMISSION 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING – JULY 20, 2005 
 

PRESENT: Chairman Anthony Maiola and Commissioners John Byrne and Patricia 
  Russell; John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & Sales; Craig Bulkley, 
  Bureau Chief of Administrative Services; Eddie Edwards, Chief of 
  Enforcement; Steven Slovenski, Legal Counsel; Howard Roundy, Director 
  John Larochelle, Assistant Director of Store Operations; Richard Gerrish, 
  Spirits Marketing Specialist; George Tsiopras, Chief Financial Officer; 
  Doreen Wittenberg, Business Supervisor, Administrative Services. 
  Guests:    Al Picconi, United Beverages, Inc.; Charles Saunders, 
  Wineberries, Ltd.; Brian Law and Michael Goclowski, Law Warehouses. 
 
EXCUSED: Peter Engel, Director of Store Operations; Nicole Horton, Wine Marketing 
  Specialist. 
 
I. FINANCIAL & ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 
 1. Financial Reports 
 
 A. Weekly, Y-T-D Sales Reports: 
 
  Sales for the week ending July 17, 2005 were up 8.03% or $661,633 for the 

 week, and were also up year-to-date by 5.90% or $1,212,123. 
 
            B. Budget/Administrative Reports: 
 
 At the Governor and Council meeting last week, several rubbish contracts 

were approved, as well as the underage drinking grant for Enforcement. 
 
 Howard and Craig have finished the Strategic IT Plan to be submitted to OIT.  

Craig thanked the bureau chiefs for their prompt turnaround.   
 
 In regards to artwork at Store #15 in Keene, ½ of 1% of the cost of the 

building, or $7,500.00, should have been pulled out of obligated funds by 
Administrative Services at the beginning of the project.  Public Works will 
send a request over to Administrative Services to obtain these funds now.   

 
 It was moved by Commissioner Maiola, seconded by Commissioner Byrne, 

that the Commission approve two out of state travel requests, one for Randy 
Avery to attend a session on training for internal affairs, and the other for Lt. 
Wilson to attend a national leadership conference.  The motion was 
unanimously adopted. 

 
 An IT Services Consolidation Committee meeting will be held this morning at 

9:00 a.m.  This will, hopefully, be the last meeting before this Committee’s 
report is submitted to the statewide OIT Committee. 
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 There was nothing of significance to report regarding the current Expense 

Budget Activity Variance Report, as only about 4% of the budget has been 
expended.  George remarked that the benefits line appears to have been well 
budgeted.   

 
 George explained that, although the current SA1000 report shows sales are 

down 1.9%, they are actually at around a 5.9% increase.  This discrepancy is 
due to a difference of one day lost at the beginning of the new fiscal year, 
which will be gained back at the end of the year.   

 
          2. IT Report 
 
 The Disaster Recovery process will be tested for the first time today. 
 
 IT did store renumbering at Store #1 Concord yesterday with no difficulties.  

Store #72 Concord will be implemented today, and Store #17 Franklin will be 
implemented on Thursday.  If everything goes well, the remainder of the 
stores will be renumbered, which will probably take until the end of August to 
complete. 

 
 Rick Bailey held a meeting yesterday regarding to the OIT budget.  A total of 

$1.5 million has to be cut from the budget, which would include 4% or 
$60,000 from the Commission.  However, we do not have any money in these 
categories. 

 
          3. Human Resources Report 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Maiola, seconded by Commissioner Byrne, 

that the Commission approve a protocol for a retirement plan submitted by e-
mail by Evie Taft, Human Resources Administrator.  The motion was 
unanimously adopted. 

 
 Evie met with representatives of Liberty Mutual and Risk Management to 

discuss an action plan for workers compensation.  She hopes to have some 
more information on this for the next Commission meeting.  Liberty Mutual is 
very excited about the reduction of the average claim. 

 
II.     MARKETING & SALES REPORTS 
 
          1. Store Operations 
 
 Store #15 Keene is now up and running, with the store producing $18,000 last 

week in sales.  This did not appear to affect the Swanzey store very much, 
which held its own.  The new Center Harbor store did well at about $31,000. 
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 Preparations are being made for the next two relocations for Store #10 

Manchester and Store #54 Glen. 
 
          2. Purchasing Report 
 
 The in-stock situation in the Concord warehouse is very good considering the 

volume of product.  There are only a very few select problems at this time. 
 
          3. Merchandising Report 
 
          A. SPIRITS: 
 
         1) Labor Day Sale: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner Russell, 

that the Commission approve forty-eight (48) spirit items to be featured 
during the Labor Day Sale, scheduled for Thursday, September 1 through 
Sunday, September 11, 2005, as recommended by Richard Gerrish, Spirits 
Marketing Specialist.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
          2) Test Market Products: 
 
 a. Test Market Request: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission deny a request from M.S. Walker NH/ 
 Citadelle, Ltd., for a new test market listing for Citadelle Apple 

Vodka, 750ML size, as recommended by Richard Gerrish, Spirits 
Marketing Specialist.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
                        b. Test Market Result (Codes #4436, #5709, #5212 & #6128): 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve the delisting of Code #4436, 
Canne Royale Rum, 750ML, Code #5212, Ruffino Riservo Gold 
Grappa, 375ML and Code #6128, Sogno di Sorrento Rasberello, 
750ML, as each item failed to achieve both their respective gross 
profits required for both full distribution and specialty item 
consideration at the conclusion of a six-month test market period, and 
grant a specialty listing for Code #5709, Oh Canada Maple Liqueur, 
750ML, which did achieve the gross profit required for specialty item 
consideration at the conclusion of a six-month test market period, as 
recommended by Richard Gerrish, Spirits Marketing Specialist.  The 
motion was unanimously adopted. 
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          3)          Full Distribution Request (Carstairs Whiskey, 1.75L): 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner Russell, 

that the Commission approve a request from United Beverages, Inc./Sazerac, 
Inc. to change Code #1591, Carstairs Blended Whiskey, 1.75 from its current 
status as a specialty item to full distribution, as it did achieve the gross profit 
required for full distribution, as recommended by Richard Gerrish, Spirits 
Marketing Specialist.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
          4) Product Demo Request (Hpnotiq Liqueur): 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner Russell, 

that the Commission approve a request from United Beverages, Inc./Heaven 
Hill Distilleries to conduct product demonstrations for Hpnotic Liqueur in 5 
selected stores from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m. on Friday, August 12, August 19 and 
August 26, 2005, as recommended by Richard Gerrish, Spirits Marketing 
Specialist.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
          5) September Special Offers: 
 
 a. 1 item – Flag Hill Winery & Distillery: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve a special offer from Flag Hill 
Winery & Distillery, based upon a depletion allowance for one (1) 
spirit item, to be featured on sale during September 2005, as 
recommended by Richard Gerrish, Spirits Marketing Specialist.  The 
motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
                         b. 42 items – Executive Wine & Spirits: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve special offers from Executive 
Wine & Spirits, based upon depletion allowances for forty-two (42) 
spirit items, to be featured on sale during September 2005, as 
recommended by Richard Gerrish, Spirits Marketing Specialist.  The 
motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
                          c. 20 items – Martignetti Companies of N.H.: 
 
  It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

 Russell, that the Commission approve special offers from Martignetti 
 Companies of N.H., based upon depletion allowances for twenty (20) 
 spirit items, to be featured on sale during September 2005, as  
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  recommended by Richard Gerrish, Spirits Marketing Specialist.  The 

 motion was unanimously adopted. 
 
                         d. 101 items – Horizon Beverage Company: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve special offers from Horizon 
Beverage Company, based upon depletion allowances for one hundred 
one (101) spirit items, to be featured on sale during September 2005, 
as recommended by Richard Gerrish, Spirits Marketing Specialist.  
The motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
                        e. 148 items – United Beverages, Inc.: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve special offers from United 
Beverages, Inc., based upon depletion allowances for one hundred 
forty-eight (148) spirit items, to be featured on sale during September 
2005, as recommended by Richard Gerrish, Spirits Marketing 
Specialist.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
          6)          Other: 
 

 Rick Gerrish reported meeting with Kim Moore and representatives from the 
Highland games several weeks ago.  They are asking for verbal approval to 
place posters advertising the games in various liquor stores.  This could 
provide the opportunity for a cooperative effort in getting product information 
and price lists to the public.  Commissioner Byrne asked Rick to provide sales 
results from last year’s games. 

 
                     B. WINES: 
 
                     1) Special Offers for September 2005: 
 
 a. 5 items – Labor Day Sale: 
 

 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 
Russell, that the Commission approve one (1) special offer from 
United Beverages, Inc. and four (4) special offers from Martignetti 
Companies of N.H., based upon depletions of these wine items, to be 
featured on sale during the Labor Day Sale, scheduled for September 1 
through September 11, 2005, as recommended by Nicole Brassard, 
Wine Marketing Specialist.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 
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                       b. 3 items – F & F Wines: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve special offers from F & F Wine 
Imports, based upon depletions/special purchase allowances for three 
(3) wine items, to be featured on sale during September 2005, as 
recommended by Nicole Brassard, Wine Marketing Specialist.  The 
motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
                       c. 4 items – Charles Saunders: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve special offers Charles Saunders, 
based upon depletions for four (4) wine items, to be featured on sale 
during September 2005, as recommended by Nicole Brassard, Wine 
Marketing Specialist.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
                       d. 27 items – Pine State Trading Co./E & J Gallo Winery: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve special offers from Pine State 
Trading Company/E & J Gallo Winery, based upon depletions for 
twenty-seven (27) wine items, to be featured on sale during September 
2005, as recommended by Nicole Brassard, Wine Marketing 
Specialist.  The motion was unanimously adopted.    

 
                        e. 22 items – Pine State Trading Company: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve special offers from Pine State 
Trading Company, based upon depletions for twenty-two (22) wine 
items, to be featured on sale during September 2005, as recommended 
by Nicole Brassard, Wine Marketing Specialist.  The motion was 
unanimously adopted.    

 
          2)          Purchase & Introduction of Big Yellow Cab: 
 

 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner Maiola, 
that an offer from M.S. Walker N.H./Mendocino Wine Company for the 
purchase and introduction of Big Yellow Cab during September and October 
2005 be tabled pending receipt of additional information.  The motion was 
unanimously adopted. 
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          3) Purchase & Introduction of Trumpeter: 
 

 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner Maiola, 
that an offer from M.S. Walker N.H./Billington Imports for the purchase and 
introduction of two Trumpeter wine varietals during September and October 
2005 be tabled pending receipt of additional information.  The motion was 
unanimously adopted. 

                                       
         4) Horizon Buy One Get One Half Off – September 2005: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner Russell, 

that the Commission approve an offer from Horizon Beverage Company/ 
 Brown-Forman Corporation of a “Buy One Get One Half Off” sale featuring 

three (3) Fetzer wines during September 2005, as recommended by Nicole 
Brassard, Wine Marketing Specialist.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
          5) Recommended Allocated Wines for Distribution to Selected Stores: 
 
 a. 22 items: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve twenty-two (22) allocated wines 
to be distributed to selected stores, as recommended by Nicole 
Brassard, Wine Marketing Specialist.  The motion was unanimously 
adopted. 

 
                        b. 12 items: 
 
  It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve twelve (12) allocated wines to 
be distributed to selected stores, as recommended by Nicole Brassard, 
Wine Marketing Specialist.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
          6)         “R” Wines for Allocation to Licensees Selected by the Broker (1 item): 
 

 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner Russell, 
that the Commission approve one (1) restricted wine item for allocation to 
licensees selected by the broker, and retail distribution, as recommended by 
Nicole Brassard, Wine Marketing Specialist.  The motion was unanimously 
adopted. 

 
              III.     ENFORCEMENT & LICENSING REPORT – No report. 
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            IV.     CHAIRMAN’S REPORT & LATE ITEMS 
 
                      1. Bailment Requests:  
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner Russell, 

that the Commission approve all previously reviewed requests for bailment 
releases/transfers dated July 14 through July 20, 2005.  The motion was 
unanimously adopted. 

 
                      2. Coupon Approvals: None. 
 
                      3. Late Items/Other: 
 
 John Bunnell reported that he, Nicole, Rick and Kim Moore had a successful 

meeting yesterday with the Director of Tourism.  That agency has a large 
budget for promotions throughout the New England area.  Another meeting 
will be scheduled for September.  John will keep the Commission informed 
regarding this. 

 
 
 
 
 
           
     Anthony C. Maiola, Chairman 
 
 
 
 
           
     John W. Byrne, Commissioner 
 
 
 
 
           
     Patricia T. Russell, Commissioner 
 
 
        /D. Hartford 
 
         

   


